
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 92-085
(RESCINDING ORDER 90-073)

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

NORTH AMERICAN TRANSFORMER
MILPITAS FACILITY
MILPITAS, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter the Board) finds that:

1. SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION North American Transformer (NAT) has
owned and operated the site at 1200 Piper Drive in Milpitas since its 1966 to 1967
development from agricultural use to a manufacturing facility for electrical
transformers (see site location map Figure 1).

2. REGULATORY STATUS North American Transformer (hereinafter referred to as
a discharger) is a discharger because of their ownership and occupancy of the Site,
during which time one or more chemical spills occurred and because of their use
of chemicals associated with soil and groundwater pollution. Currently there is
a groundwater pollution plume emanating from the Jones Chemicals Incorporated
(jones) site upgradient, which extends under the NAT site to the Ford Motor
Company (Ford) site downgradient and laterally onto the Prudential property and
the Milpitas Business Park. The distribution of VOCs from this groundwater
pollution plume has been altered significantly by the operation of the Jones
groundwater extraction system which began in 1987. At the time Board Order 90­
073 was issued, there was not sufficient evidence to conclude whether or not NAT
had contributed to releases to groundwater. Extensive investigations have been
conducted since that time. The results of those additional investigations indicate
that NAT may have contributed some portion or all of only two of the pollutants
found in groundwater beneath the site - Trichloroethane (TCA) and Total
Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) as Transformer Oil with minor kerosene « 15
percent) - due to a release from an underground pipeline in what is known as the
Transformer Oil Pipeline (TOP) Area (location shown on Figure 2). NAT is named
as a discharger of TPH and TCA which resulted from the known release in the
TOP area. Other releases on the NAT property are not believed at this time to
have contributed to the groundwater pollution at the site. Other VOCs detected
in groundwater beneath the NAT site, and in soils at many locations, appear at
this time to be the result of the Jones plume. Should further investigation
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